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Much later Cohn also defended himself, but not com-
pletely. He could not deny two cardinal facts, that he
had been legal Adviser to the Bolshevik Embassy, and
that he had received a large sum of money from Joffe on
the eve of the Revolution; but he pleads that most of
the money was meant to assist Russian prisoners in
Germany in a purely philanthropic way, and a small sum
only was given to help a perfectly legitimate form of
Independent propaganda**

Such then are the facts; they do not prove much,
44 Russian money " can in reality have played but a small
part in bringing on the German Revolution; one
does not revolt against the most organised Power
in Europe with .the help of " 159 mausers, 26
Brownings, and 23 other pistols/' Yet the accusation
has stood and the defence is nothing. " It is a
bad chapter/' says Noske in the House, and he turns
viciously on the ostracised Independent group;
" gentlemen of the Independent Party may twist and
wriggle as they please, the receipt of this Russian money
is so painful a chapter that they will never be able to
justify themselves in the eyes of the nation* And here
and now, in public, I ask these sentimentalists, who are
always reproaching us because we do not hesitate to
use force : for what purposes did you put into the hands
of the German workman a pistol bought with Russian

*   Reply to Dr*   Helfferich at the   War Inquiry   Commission,
November i5th, 1919.